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An interactive decision tree developed for determining the appropriate stabilization structure 
(or lack therefore) developed by DCM is online: 
http://www.nccoastalmanagement.net/estuarineshoreline/decision%20tree/Index_Pathways.
html 
 
A link to the non-interactive (PDF) version of the decision tree entitled “Estuarine Shoreline 
Stabilization: Property Owner’s Guide to Determining the Most Appropriate Stabilization 
Method” is also online: 
http://www.nccoastalmanagement.net/estuarineshoreline/Decision%20tree%20Final%200714
09.pdf 
 
The CRC adopted minor changes to the following rules on January 13, 2010 which then became 
effective on August 1, 2010.   
 
T15A NCAC 07H .0208(b)(2) relevant to hydraulic dredging related to beach fill placement 
along the estuarine shoreline (an alternative to hardened shoreline protection).  Changes 
include: 

• Clarification of how dredged material may be used for beach nourishment in terms of 
location, technique and suitability.   

• Mean High Water has more technical definitions accepted by surveyors for determining 
the extent of ownership of property.  These are based on a 19-year average of high tides 
as measured by tide gauges located along the coast.  The change to Normal High Water 
was recommended after an appellant court ruling on a CAMA permit appeal.  The 
ruling determined that for the purposes of administering CRC rules, DCM could use 
conditions at a site that are reasonably good indicators of the high water mark.  Normal 
High Water is defined in 15A NCAC 07H .0106(1) as “…the ordinary extent of high tide 
based on site conditions such as presence and location of vegetation, which has its 
distribution influenced by tidal action, and the location of the apparent high tide line.”  
Normal Water Level is defined in 15A NCAC 07H .0106(2) as “…the level of water 
bodies with less than six inches of lunar tide during periods of little or no wind. It can be 
determined by the presence of such physical and biological indicators as erosion 
escarpments, trash lines, water lines, marsh grasses and barnacles.” 

• Correction of vague or ambiguous language in accordance with APA guidelines. 
 

T15A NCAC 07H .0208(b)(8) relevant to beach nourishment along the estuarine shoreline (an 
alternative to hardened shoreline protection).  Changes include: 

• Clarification of how dredged material may be used for beach nourishment in terms of 
location, technique and suitability.   

• Since the creation or maintenance of estuarine beaches is limited to areas where they are 
historically found, and that they are generally not found in areas with high erosion rates, 
the prohibition of beach nourishment or creation of beaches in these area is unnecessary. 

 
T15A NCAC 07H .0208(b)(12) relevant to submerged lands mining for shoreline placement for 
beach fill (an alternative to hardened shoreline protection).    These changes are also applicable 


